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A COMPARISON OF STATEMENTS OF BELIEF

1980
From 1981 CHURCH MANUAL

L. The Holy Scriptures

The Holy Scriptures, Old and New Testaments, are
ihe written Word of Gad, given by clivine inspiration
through holy men of God who spoke and wrote as they
were moved by the Toly Spirit. Tn this Word. God has
committedd to man the knowledge necessary [or
salvation. The Holy Scriptures are the infallible
revelation of His will, They are the standard of
character, the test of experience, he athotitative
revealer of doctrines, and the trustwoilby record of
fiod's acts in history. (2 Peter 1:20,21:, 2 Tim. 346, 17;
Fs. 119:105; Prov. 30:5, 6; 1sa. R:20; John [7:17; ]
Thess. 2:13; Heb. 4:12)

2. The Trinity

There is one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, a
unity of three co-eternal Persons. God is irmmortal.
all-powerful, all-knowing, above all, and ever present.
He is infinite and beyond human comprehension, vet
known through His self-revelation. He is forever
worthy of worship, adoradon, and service by the whole
creation. (Deut. 6:4; Mat1. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14; Eph.
4:4-6; 1 Peter 1:2; 1 Tim. 1:17; Rev. 14:7.)

3. The Father

God the eternal Father is the Creator, Source,
Sustainer, and Sovereign of all creation. He is just and
holy, merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast Jove and faithfulness. The
qualities and powers exhibited in the Son and the Holy
Spirit are also revelations of the Father. (Gen. 1:1: Rev.
4:11; 1 Cor. 15:28; John 3:16; 1 John 4:8; | Tim. 1:17;
Ex. 34:6, 7; John 14:9))

1931 1914

From 1967 CHURCH MANUAL From 1914 YEAR BOOK

i. That the Holy Scripuures of the Old and the
New Testament were given by inspiration of God,
contain an allsufhcient revelation of His will to
men, and are the only unerring rule of faith and
practice. (2 Tim. 3:15-17}

3. That the Holy Scriptures of the 01d and New Testaments were
given by inapiration of God. contain a full revelation of his will to
man, and are the only infallible rule of faith and practise.

1. That there is one God, a pereonal, spiritual being, the Creator
of all things, omnipotent. omniscient, and eternal; infinite in wisdom,
holiness, justice, goodness, truth, and mercy; unchangeable, and every-
where present by his representative, the Holy Spirit, Ps. 139: 7.

2. That the Godhead, or Trinity, consists of the
Eternal Father, a personal, spiritual Being, omnipo-
tent, omnipresent, omniscient, infinite in wisdom
and love; the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Eter-
nal Father, through whom all things were created
and through whom the salvation of the redeemed
hosts will be accomplished; the Holy Spirit, the
third person of the Godhead, the great regenerating
power in the work of redempuon. {(Man. 28:19.)

1872

Pamphlet, Steam Press,
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4. The Son

God the eternal Son became incarnate in Jesus
Christ. Through Him all things were created, the
character of God is revealed, the salvation of humanity
isaccomplished, and the world is judged. Forever truly
God, He became also truly man, Jesus the Christ. He
was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He lived and experienced temptation as a
human being, but perfectly exemplified the rightecus-
ness and love of God. By His miracles He manifested
God's power and was attested as God's promised
Messiah. He suffered and died volunuarily on the cross
for our sins and in our place, was raised from the dead,
and ascended to minister in the heavenly sanctuary in
our behalf. He will come again in glory for the final
deliverance of His people and the restoration of all
things. (John 1:1-3, 14; Col. 1:15-19; John 10:30;
14:9; Rom. 6:23; 2 Cor. 5:17-19; John 5:22; Luke
1:35; Phil. 2:5-11; Heb. 2:9-18; 1 Cor. 15:3, 4; Heb,
8:1, 2; John 14:1-3)

5. The Holy Spint

God the eternal Spirit was active with the Father and
the Son in Creation, incarnation, and redemption. He
inspired the writers of Scripture. He hlled Christ's life
with power. He draws and convicts human beings: and
those who respond He renews and transforms into the
image of God. Sent by the Father and the Son 1o be
always with His children, He extends spiritual gifts to
the church, empowers it to bear witness to Christ. and
in harmony with the Scriptures leads it into all truth.
(Gen. 1:1,2; Luke 1:35; 4:18; Acts 10:38; 2 Peter 1:21;
2 Cor. 3:18; Eph. 4:11, 12; Acts 1:8; John 14:16-18,
26; 15:26, 27; 16:7-13.)

6. Creation

God is Creator of all things, and has revealed in
Scripture the authentic account of His creative activity.
In six days the Lord made “the heaven and the earth”
and all living things upon the earth, and rested on the
seventh day of that first week. Thus He established the
Sabbath as a perpetual memorial of His completed
creative work. The first man and woman were made in
the image of God as the crowning work of Creation,
given dominion over the world, and charged with
responsibility to care for it. When the world was
finished it was “very good,” declaring the glory of God.
(Gen. 1; 2; Ex. 20:8-11; Ps. 19:1-6; 33:6, 9: 104; Heb.
11:3.}

1931

3. That Jesus Christ is very God. being of the
same nature and essence as the Eternal Father,
While retaining His divine nature, He took upon
Himself the nature of the human family, lived on
the earth as a man, exemplified in His life as our
example the principles of righteousness, attested His
relationship 1o God by many mighty miracles, died

for our sins on the cross, was raised from the dead,
and ascended ro the Father, where He ever lives to
make intercession for uws. {Joha 1:1, 14; Heb. 2:9.
18; &1, 2; 4:14-16; 7:25)

See Number 2 Above

None

1914

2. That there is one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Eternal
Father, the one by whom he created all things, and by whom they de
consigt; that he took on him the nature of the seed of Abraham for
the redemption of our fallen race; that he dwelt among men, full of
grace and truth, lived ouy example. died our sacrifice, wan raised for
our justification, ascended on high to be our only mediator in the sanc-
tuary in beaven, where through the merits of his shed bloed, he secures
the pardon and forgiveness of the sins of &1l those who persistently
come to him; and as the closing portion of his work as priest, before he
takea his throne as king, he will make the great atonement for the sins
of all such, and their sins will then be blotted out (Acts 3:19) and
borne away from the snnctuary, &s shown in the mervice of the Levitical
priesthood, which foreshadowed and prefizured the ministry of our
Lord in heaven. See Leviticus 16; Heb 8: 4. 6; 9: 6, 7.

See Number 1 Above

None

payc ¢

1872

g

“That there is ono Lord Jesus Christ, the Son
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See Number 1 Above

None
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7. The Nature of Man

Man and woman were made in the image of God
with individuality, the power and freedom to think
and to do. Though created free beings, each is an
indivisible unity of body. mind, and sou}, dependent
upon God for life and breath and all else. When our
first parents disobeved God, they denied their de-
pendence upon Him and fell from their high position
under God. The image of God in them was marred
and they became subject to death. Their descendants
share this fallen nature and its consequences. They are
born with weaknesses and tendencies to evil. But God
in Christ reconciled the world to Himself and by His
Spirit restores in penitent mortals the image of their
Maker. Created for the glory of God, they are called to
love Him and one another, and to care for their
environment. (Gen. 1:26-28, 2:7, Ps. 8:4-8, Acts
17:24-28; Gen. 3; Ps. 51:5; Rom. 5:12-17; 2 Cor. 5:19,
20; Ps. 51:10; 1 John 4:7, 8, 11, 20; Gen. 2:15.)

&. The Great Controversy

All humaniry is now involved in a great controversy
between Christ and Satan regarding the character of
God, His taw, and His sovereignty over the universe.
This conflict originated in heaven when a created
being, endowed with freedom of choice, in self-exal-
tation became Satan. God's adversary, and led into
rebellion a portion of the angels. He introduced the
spirit of rebellion into this world when he led Adam
and Eve into sin. This human sin resulted in the
distortion of the image of God in humanity. the
disordering of the created world, and its eventual
devastation at the time of the worldwide Hood.
Observed by the whele creation, this world became the
arena of the universal conflict, out of which the God of
love will ultimately be vindicated. To assist His people
in this controversy, Christ sends the Holv Spirit and
the loyal angels to guide, protect. and sustain them in
the way of salvation. (Rev. 12:4-9: Isa. 14:12-14: Eze,
28:12-18; Gen. 3; Rom. 1:19-32: 5:12-2]; 8:19.29;
(en. 6-8: 2 Peter 3:6:1 Cor. 4:9; Heb. 1:14)

None

1931

None

i3, That no prophetic period is given in the
Bible to reach 10 the Second Advent, but that the
longest one, the 2300 days of Daniel 8:14, terminat-
ing in 1844, yeaches to an event called the cleansing
of the sanctuary.

1914

None

7. That the world'e history from specified datea in the past, the rise
and fall of empires, &nd the chronological succession of events dowrn to
the setting up of God's everlasting kingdom, are outlined in numerous
great chains of prophecy; and that these prophecies are now all fulfiiled

except the closing scenes,

The 1931, 1914, and 1872 Statements are not parallel to the 1980 Statement on

"The Great Controversy” but could be considered as a part of the theme.

None

8. That prophecy is & part of God's revelation to man; that it is
incloded in that Scripture which is profitable for instruction {2 Tim.
3:16); that it js designed for us and our children (Deut. 2%: 20); that
so far from being enshrouded in impenetrable mystery, it in that which
especially eonstitutes the word of God m lamp to our feet and & light
to our path (Ps. 119: J05; 2 Peter J: 18); that & blessing is pronounced
upon those who study it (Rev. I: 1-3); and that, consequently, it in
to be understood by the people of God sufficiently to show them their
position in the world’s history and the specig]l duties required at their
hamnda.

1872

None
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Wo believs that prophecy is s part of God's
revelation to man; that it is included in that
seripturo which is profitable for instruction, 2 Tim.
3:16; that it is deaigned for us ond our children.
Deut. 29:29; that so far from being enshrouded
inimpenetrable mystery, it is thet which especially
constitutes tho word of God a lamp to our feet
and a light to our path, Ps. 110:105, 2 Pet. 2=
19; that a blessing is pronounced upon thosc who
study it, Rev. 1:1-3; and that, conscquently, it
is to be understood by the people of God sufli-
ciently to show them their position in the worid's
history, and the special duties required ot their
hands.
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9. The Life, Death, and Resurrection of Christ

In Christ's life of perfect obedience to God's will. His
suffering, death, and resurrection, God provided the
only means of atonement for human sin, so that those
who by faith accept this atonement may have eternal
life. and the whole creation may better understand the
infinite and holy love of the Creator. This perfect
atonement vindicates the righteousness of God's law
and the graciousness of His character: for it both
condemns our sin and provides for our forgiveness.
The death of Christ is substitutionary and expiatory,
reconciling and transforming. The resurrection of
Christ proclaims God's triumph over the forces of evil,
and for those who accept the atonement assures their
final victory over sin and death. It declares the
Lordship of Jesus Christ, before whom every knee in
heaven and on earth will bow. (John 3:16; [sa. 53; 1
Peter 2:21, 22; 1 Cor. 15:3, 4, 20-22; 2 Cor. 5:14, 15,
19-21; Rom. 1:4; 3:25; 4:25; 8:3, 4; | john 2:2: 4:10;
Col. 2:15: Phil. 2:6-11.)

10. The Experience of Saluation

In infinite love and mercy God made Cheist, who
knew no sin, to be sin for us, so that in Him we might be
made the righteousness of God. Led by the Holy Spirit
we sense our need, acknowledge our sinfulness,

repent of our transgressions, and exercise faith in

esus as Lord and Christ, as Substitute and Example.
This faith which receives salvation comes through the
divine power of the Word and is the gift of God's
grace. Through Christ we are justified, adopted as
God's sons and daughters, and delivered from the
lordship of sin. Through the Spirit we are born again
and sancufied; the Spirit renews our minds, writes
God's law of luve in our hearts, and we are given the
power to live a holy life. Abiding in Him we become
partakers of the divine nature and have the assurance
of salvation now and in the judgment. (2 Cor. 5:17-21;
John 3:16; Gal. 1:4; 4:4-7; Titus 3:3-7; John 16:8; Gal.
3:13, 14. 1 Peter 2:21, 22; Rom. 10:17; Luke 17:5;
Mark 9:23, 24; Eph. 2:5-10; Rom. 3:21-26; Col. 1:13,
14; Rom. 8:14-17; Gal. 3:26; John 3:3-8; | Peter 1:23;
Rom. 12:2; Heb. 8:7-12; Eze, 36:25-27; 2 Peter 1:3, 4;
Rom. 8:1-4; 5:6-10.)

The 1931 Statement on Jesus Christ (See #3 above} reads in part that He
life as our example the principles of righteousness,...
where He ever lives to make intercession for us."

ascended to the Father,

and 1872 Statements on Jesus Christ {See #2 above).
and truth, lived our example, died our sacrifice, was

"Tived

mediator in the sanctuary in heaven,.."

1931

4, That every person, in order to obtain salva-
tion, must experience the new birth. This comprises
an entire transformarion of life and character by
the re-creative power ol God through faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ. {(John 3#:14; Mate. 18:3; Acts
2:37-39.)

8. That the law of ten commandments poines out
sin, the penzlty of which is death. The law cannot
save the transgressor from his sin, nor impart power
to keep him from sinning. In infinite love and
mercy God provides a way whereby this may be
done. He furnishes a substitute, even Christ the
righteous one, to die in man's stead, making “him
to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be
made the righteousness of God in him” {2 Cor. 5:21}.

“We are justified, not by obedience to the law, but

by the grace that is in Christ Jesus. By accepting
Christ, man is reconciled 10 God, justified by the
blood of Christ for the sins of the past, and saved
from the power of sin by His indwelling life. Thus
the gospel becomes “the power of God unto salva.
tion to every one that believeth.” This experience
is wrought by the divine agency of the Holy Spirit,
who convinces of sin and leads to the Sin Bearer,
inducting believers into the new-covenant relation-
ship, where the law of God is writen on their
hearts; and through the enabling power of the in-
dwelling Chrise, their lives are brought into con-
formity to the divine preceptsThe honor and merit
of this wonderful transformation belong wholly 10
Christ. (I John 8:4; Rom. 7.7; %:20; Eph. 2:81(:
I john 2:1, 2; Rom. 5:8-10; Gal. 2:20; Eph. 3:17:
Heb. 8:8-12)

1914

5. That the new birth comprises the entire change mecessary to it
us for the kingdem of God, and consists of two parts: Firet, & moral
change wrought by conversion and a Christian life (John 5: 3); eec-
ond, & physical change at the second coming of Christ, whereby, if
dead, we are raised incorruptible, and if living, are changed to immor-
tality in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye. Luke 20: 36: ! Cor.
156: 51, 52.

17, That ae the natural ot carnal heart is at enmity with God and
his law, this enmity can be subdued only by s radical transformation
of the affections, the exchange of unholy for holy principles; that this
transformation follows repentance and faith, is the special work of
the Holy Spirit, and constitutes regeneration, or conversion.

18, That as all have violaied the Jaw of God, and ean not of them-
sclves render obedience o his just requirements, we are dependent on
Christ, first, for justification from our past offenses, and, secondly, for
grace whereby to render aceptable obedience to his holy law in time
to come.

on earth as a man, exemplified in His

died for our sins on the cross, was raised from the dead, and
A similar parallel is found in the 1914
They read the same that Christ "dwelt among men, full of grace
raised for our justification, ascended on high to be our only

1872
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a moment, in tho twinkling of an cye. Jobkn 3:
3, 6; Luke 20:36.
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That a8 oll bavo vioiated the law of God,
and cannot of themsclves render obedienco to his
Jjust requirements, wo aro dependent on Christ,
first, for justification from our past offencos, and,
secondly, for graco wheroby to rendor aceeptable
obedienco to his boly law is timo to como.
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11. The Church

The church is the community of believers who
confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. In continuity
with the people of God in Old Testament times, we are
called out from the world; and we join together for
worship, for fellowship, for instruction in the Word,
for the celebration of the Lord's Supper, for service 1o
all mankind, and for the worldwide proclamation of
the gospel. The church derives its authority from
Christ, who is the incarnate Word, and from the
Scriptures, which are the written Word. The church is
God's family; adopted by Him as children, its members
live on the basis of the new covenant. The church is the
body of Christ, a community of faith of which Christ
Himself is the Head. The church is the bride for whom
Christ died that He might sanctify and cleanse her. At

Hisreturn intriumph, He will present her to Himself a
glorious church, the faithful of all the ages, the
purchase of His blood, not having spot or wrinkle, but
holy and without blemish. (Gen. 12:3; Acts 7:38; Eph.
4:11-15; %:8-11; Mate. 28:19, 20; 16:13-20; 18:18;
Eph. 2:19-22; 1:22, 28; 5:23-27; Col. 1:17, 18))

12. The Remnant and fis Musion

The universal church is composed of all who truly
believe in Christ, but in the last days, a time of
widespread apostasy, a remnant has been calted out to
keep the commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus. This remnant announces the arrival of the
judgment hour, proclaims salvation through Christ,
and heralds the approach of His second advent. This
proclamation is symbolized by the three angels of
Revelation 14; it coincides with the work of judgment
in heaven and resulis in a work of repentance and
reform on earth. Every believer is called to have a
personal part in this worldwide witness. (Rev. 12:17;
14:6-12; 18:1-4; 2 Cor. 5:10; Jude 3, 14; 1 Peter
1:16-19; 2 Peter 3:10-14; Rev. 21:1-14.)

13, Unity in the Body of Christ

The church is one body with many members, called
from every nation, kindred, tongue, and people. In
Christ we are a new creation; distinctions of race,
culture, learning, and nationality, and differences
between high and low, rich and poor, maie and female,
must not be divisive among us. We are all equal in
Christ, whe by one Spirit has bonded us into one
fellowship with Him and with one another; we are to
serve ancr be served without partiality or reservation.
Through the revelation of Jesus Christ in the Scrip-

1931

None

15. That God, in the time of the judgment and in
accordance with His uniferm dealing with the hu-
man family in warning them of coming events vitally
affecting their destiny (Amos 3:6, 7), sends forth a
proclamation of the approach of the Second Advent
of Christ; that this work is symbolized by the three
angels of Revelation 14, and that their threefold
message brings to view a work of reform to prepare
a people to meet Him at His coming.

None

1914

None

20. That God, in sccordance with his uniform dealings with the race,
sends forth & proclamation of the approach of the second advent of
Christ; and that this work is symbolized by the three messages of
Revelation 14, the last onme bringing to view the work of reform on
the law of God, that bis people may acquire a complete readineas for
that event.

None

-2

1872

None
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That God, in sccordanco with his uniform
dealings with the race, sonds forth s proclamation
of the approach of tho second advent of Christ;
that this work is symbolized by the threo messages
of Rov. 14, tho Is=t ono bringiog to view the work
of reform on the law of God, that his peopic may
acquire & complete readiness for thit cvens.

Naone
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tures we share the same faith and hope, a2nd reach out
in one witness to all. This unity has its source in the
oneness of the triune God, who has adopied us as His
children. (Rom. 12:4, 5; 1 Cor. 12:12-14; Mau. 28:19,
20; Ps. 133:1; 2 Cor, 5:16, 17, Acas 17:26, 27; Gal.
3:27, 29; Col. 3:10-15; Eph. 4:14-16; 4:1-6; John
17:20-23.)

14. Baptism

By baptism we confess our faith in the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, and testify of our death 1o
sin and of our purpose to walk in newness of life. Thus
we acknowledge Christ as Lord and Saviour, become
His people, and are received as members by His
church. Baptism is a symbol of our union with Christ,
the forgiveness of our sins, and our reception of the
Holy Spirit. 1t is by immersion in water and is
contingent on an affirmation of faith in jesus and
evidence of repentance of sin. It follows instruction in
the Holy Scriptures and acceptance of their teachings.
{Rom. 6:1-6; Col. 2:12, 13; Acts 16:30-33; 22:16; 2:38:
Mart. 28:19, 20.)

15. The Lord's Supper

The Lord’s Supper is a participation in the emblems
of the body and blood of Jesus as an expression of faith
in Him, our Lord and Saviour. In this experience of
communion Christ is present 1o meet and strengthen
His people. As we partake, we joyfully proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes again. Preparation for the
Supper includes self-examination, repentance, and
confession. The Master ordained the service of foot
washing to signify renewed cleansing, to express a
willingness 10 serve one another in Christlike humility,

and to unite our hearts in love. The communion
service is open to all believing Christans. (1 Cor.
10:16, 17; 11:25-30; Matt. 26:17-30; Rev. 3:20; John
6:48-63; 13:1-17)

1931

. That baptism is an ordinance of the Christian
church, the proper form being by immersion, and
should follow repeniance and forgiveness of sins.
By its observation faith is shown in the death, burial,
and resurrection of Christ. (Rom. 6:1-6; Acts 16:
30-33.)

None

No reference to the Papacy as “the man of sin.”

1914

4, That baptisis is an ordinance of the Christian church, to follow
faith and repentance,— an ordinance by whick we commemorate the
resurrection of Christ, as by this act we show our faith in his burial
and resurrection, and through that, in the resurrection of 2l the sainte
at the last day; and that mo other mode more fitly represents these
facts than that which the Bcriptures prescribe, namely, immersion
Rom. G: 3-6; Col. 2: 12,

None

13. That as ihe man of sin, the papacy, bas thought to change timea
and laws (the Jaw of God, Dan. 7: 25), and has misled almost all
Christendom in regard to the fourth commandment, we find a prophecy
of reform in this respect o be wrought among believers just before the
coming of Chriat. Isa. 56:1, 2; I Peter 1: 5; Rev, 14: 12, etc.

1872
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That Dootism is an ordinanco ~f the Chris-
tisn churc:. to follow faita and repentance, an
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namoly, immersion. Rom. 6:8-5; Col. 2:12,

None
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thought to chango times and laws (tho lawa of
God), Dan T: 25, and has misled almost all Clris-
tendom in regard to the fourth commsndment, we
find o prophecy of & reform in this respect to bo
wrought among believers just before the coming
of Chriat. Isa. 66:1, 2, 1 Pet. 1:5, Rev. 14:
12, &e.
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16. Spiritual Gifts and Ministries

God bestows upon all members of His church in
every age spiritual gifts which each member is to
employ in loving ministry for the common good of the
church and of humanity. Given by the agency of the
Holy Spirit, who apportions to each member as He
wills, the gifts provide all abiliies and ministries
needed by the church o fulfilt its divinely ordained
functions. According to the Scriptures. these gifts
include such ministries as faith, healing, prophecy,
proclamation, teaching, administration, reconcilia-
tion, compassion, and self-sacrificing service and
charity for the help and encouragement of people.
Some members are calied of God and endowed by the
Spirit for functions recognized by the church in
pastoral, evangelistic, apostolic, and teaching minis-
tries particularly needed to equip the members for
service, 1o build up the church to spiritual maturity,
and to foster unity of the faith and knowledge of God.
When members employ these spiritual gifts as faithful
stewards of God's varied grace, the church is protected
from the destructive inAuence of false doctrine, grows
with a growth that is from God, and is built up in faith
and Jove. (Rom. 12:4-8; | Cor. 12:9-11, 27, 28; Eph.
4:8,11-16; Acts 6:1-7; | Tum. 2:1-3; 1 Peter 4:10, 1)

17. The Gifi of Prophecy

One of the gifts of the Holy Spirit is prophecy. This
gift is an idenufying mark of the remnant church and
was manifested in the ministry of Elien G. White. As
the Lord's messenger, her writings are a continuing
and authoritative source of truth which provide for
the church comfort, guidance, instruction, and correc-
tion. They also make clear that the Bible is the
standard by which all teaching and experience must be
tested. (Joel 2:28, 29. Aas 2:14-2]; Heb. 1:]1-3; Rev.
12:17: 19:10.}

1931

18. That God has placed in His church the gifts
of the Holy Spirit, as enumerated in 1 Corinthians
12 and Ephesians 4. That these gifts operate in har-
mony with the divine principles of the Bible, and
are given “for the perfecting of the saints, for the
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ” (Eph. 4:[2}.é‘hat the gilt of the Spirit of
prophecy is one of the identifying marks of the rem-
nant church (1 Cor. 1:5-7: 12:1-28; Rev. 12:17; 19:10;
Amos 3:7; Hosea 12:H), 18). They recognize that this
gift was manifested in the life and ministry of Flien G.
\\'hi!a(Sec also pp. 57, 66.)

1814

19. That the Spirit of God was promised to manifest itself in the
church through certain gifts, enumerated especially iz 1 Corinthinians 12
nnd Ephesiane 4; that these gifts are not designed to mupersede, or take
the place of, the Bible, which is pufficient to make us wise unto salva-
tion, any moere than the Bible can take the place of the Holy Bpirit;
that, in epecifying the various channels of its operatioms, that Spirit
hae simply made provision for its own existence and presence with the
people of God to the emd of time to lead to an understanding of that
word which it bad inspired, to convince of gin, and to work 2 transfor-
mation in the heart and life; and that those who deny to the Bpirit
ita place and operation, do plainly deny that part of the Bible which

asaigns to it this work and position.

The 1914 Statement contained a footnote.

*Proposition 9 can be found page 11 of this Comparison,

1872

—XVI—

That the Spirit of God was promised to man-
ifest itself in tho church through certain gifts,
cnumerated eapecislly in 1 Cor. 12 and Eph. 4;
that theso.gifts aro not designed to supersede, or
tako tho place of, tho Bible, which is sufficicnt to
make us wiso unto ealvation, sny more than tho
Bible can tako the placo of the Iloly Spirit; that
in specifying tho various channols of its opera-
tion, that Spirit has simply mado provision for
its own existenco snd presence with tho peoplo of
God to tho end of time, to lead to sn understand.-
ing of that word which it had inspired, to con-
vinco of sin, and work a tramsformation in the
heart and lifo; and thet those who deny to tho
Spirit its placo and operation, do plainly deny that
part of the Biblo which assigns to it this work and

Note 1, RpaoanbiNe ProposrTinN 9,— The Adventlsts of 1844 expected
that the end of the world would come tn that year, because they held that
certaln prophecies wonld them tranapire, which thbey belleved reached to the
coming of the Lord. (hief among there was the provhecy of Dan. 8:18, 14,
which mava that at the end of the nrophetic period nof 2300 davs (vesrs)
the manctuary shonld he cleansed. Thev helleved that the earth was the
sanctuary then to he cleanged. aAnd that its clennsing was to be recomntished
with fire. whirh wonld acenmnany the manifertation of the Tnrd from
henven, Fram these nremises. the ecnnclumian geepmed Inevitable that when
the 2300 veare ended, in 1R44, the T.ord wonld come,

Rut the Aav naeaad, and na Ravione annearsd,  Snenended hetwesn hone
and fear, AnA walting nntll evary plansible allswanre for posefhie {nae.
enreeler af recknning and variatione of ttme, wan exhansted, {t hecame at
leneth annarent that a graat mistske had bhean meade. and that the mistake
muat be an one or hoth nf the folfowing npalnte - afther, fAiret, the nerind of
the 22300 Aaea Afd ot #nd at thet time, and thev had made & mistakes In
sunporing that thevy would terminate tn that vear: or. gsecnndly, the cfesns-
ing nf the sAnctuary wAs not to be the bnrnine of the earth at the second
eoming nf Chrirt. god hence thavy had made p mistake In exnecting such an
event at that time. While there was s nosethility that ther had made a
miatake nn hoth thess neints, 1t wng eertaln that they had made a mintake
on ane of them + and atther nne would be snfliclent te account for the fact
that the T.ord ¢1d pnt then appear.

A mnvement whirh had enliated the whole Intarest of fhousande upon
thomeandr. AanAd thrilled their hearta with enthorisastic hope, wrr not te he
ahandomed. spnecially he its more conrervative and aincers atherents. with-
ont sarnast thonght and reflectian. The whole firld of evidence war there-
fare carefniiv regurveved. Tt aron heeame spoarent that twn methnds were
heing adantsd to acennot for the fact that the Tord A not come when
he waa exnected. and to exnlain the consequent dlsapnolntment.

Nne clar. at a ragh bomnd. reached the conciurlon that they had made
A mirtoks In the time, and that the nronhette perinds had not exnired. This
wan. of conurge, tn ahnndon the whole previous movement. with all itw ac-
comnanving manifeatations of divine power: for If the time was wrong.
evervthing was wrong.

position.

Another class. Imnressed with the fact that Goad had given tna much
evidenre nt hls eonnecrtion with the mevement to allaw them tr ahendon i,
carefully reviewad the evidepncs on every nnint.  The reenlt with them was
2 eclearer convirtion of the strength and harmonvy of the argument on
chennnlagy. Thev paw no ground to change their viewe nnog the reckoning
of the time. hut felt mnre ennvineed than ever that the 2300 davs were cor-
reetly Anplied. and that thev terminated at the time arnointed lo TR44.
Thne thev hecame antiafied that the error tay in thelr nrevions views of the
puhiert of the manctnary and 1tR cleansing, and that thev had made A mis-
tnke In mRunpoging that the earth would he burned at the end of the 2300
davs., hepause the prophecy said that then the *“sanctuary’ shouid “be

clennned.”

Thix brines ve to note the Aifference between Reventh-dav Adventiats and
those ealled First-day Adventints. as reanecte chronolngy. The latier, hellev.
tng that the pronhetic perloda were glven to make known the time of
Chriet'r coming. And +that thev heve not wvet ended. are held to one of two
conclusfons : efther that all thet Is gald in the Bihle about thess nerinds
ia Bo much of revelating unrevealed. or elge that the time of (hrist’s eom-
Ing {8 to be known. The firat concinglon, ar crneirtent bellevera In the Blble,
thev ean not gdnnt. and hence thelr enptinual efforts to readinet the pro-
phetle neriods. and fix upon some new time far Chrint to come. From thie
hae arisen. in these Iater weara. all the fantastfr time-setting which hap
verv naturally disgnated the world, and worze than this. has hrought a stigma
of renroach upon all pronhatien! stodv, On the ather hand, Reventh-day
Adventixts set no time. While thev helieve that the pronhetie pertods are
to he underatond. they helleve alsn thet these perinda have been correctly
fnterpreted, and hnve all terminated: so that now there is po data from
which to reason respecting 2 definlte time for their Lord to come.
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18. The Law of God

The great principles of God's law are embedied in
the Ten Commandments and exemplified in the life of
Christ. They express God's love, will, and purposes
concerning human conduct and relationships and are
binding upon all people in every age. These precepts
are the basis of God's covenant with His people and the
standard in God’s judgment. Through the agency of
the Holy Spirit they point out sin and awaken a sense
of need for a Saviour, Salvation is alf of grace and not
of works, but its fruitage is obedience to the Com-
mandments. This obedience develops Christian char-
acter and results in a sense of well-being. It is an
evidence of our love for the Lord and our concern for
our fellow men, The obedience of faith demonstrates
the power of Christ 10 transform lives, and therefore
strengthens Christian witness. (Ex. 20:1-17; Ps, 40:7,
8; Matt. 22:36.40; Deut. 28:1-14; Mat. 5:17-20; Heb.
8:8-10; John 16:7-10; Eph, 2:8-10; 1 John 5:3; Rom.
8:3, 4; Ps, 19:7-14)

19. The Sabbath

The benehcent Creator, after the six days of
Creation, rested on the seventh day and instituted the
Sabbath for all people as a memorial of Creation. The
fourth commandment of God's unchangeable law
requires the observance of this seventh-day Sabbath as
the day of rest, worship, and ministry in harmony with
the teaching and practice of Jesus, the Lord of the
Sabbath. The Sabbath is a day of delightful commu-
nion with God and one another. It is a symbol of our
redempton in Christ, a sign of cur sanctification, a
token of our allegiance, and a foretaste of our eternal
future in God’s kingdom. The Sabbath is God's
perpetual sign of His eternal covenant between Him
and His people. Joyful observance of this holy time
from evening to evening, sunset to sunset, is a
celebration of God's creative and redemptive acts.
(Gen. 2:1-3; Ex. 20:8-11: Luke 4:16; Isa. 56:5, 6;
58:13, 14; Mact. 12:1-12; Ex. 31:13-17; Eze. 20112, 20;
Deut. 5:12-15; Heb. 4:1-11; Lev. 23:32; Mark 1:32)

1931

6. That the will of God as it relates to moral con-
duct is comprehended in His law of ten command-
ments. These are great moral, unchangeable pre-
cepts. binding upon ail men in every age. (Ex. 20:
117

7. That the fourth commandment of this un-
changeable law requires the observance of the sev.
enth-day Sabbath. This holy institution is ai the
same time a memorial of creation and a sign of
sanctification, a sign of the believer's rest from his
pwn works of sin, and his entrance into the rest of
soul that Jesus promises to those who come to Him.
(Gen. 2:1-3; Ex. 20:8-11; 31:12.17; Heb. 4:1-10)

1914

11, That €iod's moral requirements are the same upon all men in
all dispensations; that these are summarily contained in the com-
mandments spoken by Jehovah from Sinai, engraven on the tables of
stone, and deposited in the ark, which was in consequence called the
“ark of the covepant,” or testanient {Nuwm. 10: 33; Heb. 9: 4, ete.):
that this law js immutable and perpetusl], being a transcript of the
tables deposited in the ark in the true sanctuary on high, which ia
also, for the same reason, called the ark of God’s festament; for under
the pounding of the seventh trumpet we are told that “ihe temple of
God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark
of hig testament.” Rev. 11: 19,

12. That the fourth rommandment of this law requires that we
devote the seventh day of each week, commonly called Saturday, to
abstinence from our own labor, and to the performance of aacred and
religious duties; that this is the only weekly Sabbath known to the
Bible, being the day that was set apart before Paradise was lost {Gen.

2: 2, 3}, and which will be observed in Paradise restored (Isa. 66: 22, -

23); that the facts upon which the Babbath imstitution is based con-

fine it to the seventh day, as they are not true of any other day, and
that the terms Jewish Sabbath, as applied to the seventh day, and
Christizn sabbath, ae applied to the first day of the week, are names
of human invention, unscriptural in fact, and false in meaning.

1872

—XI—

That God’s moral requirements aro the same
upon all men in oll dispensations ; that theso aro
summorily contained in tho commandments spoken
by Jehovah from Sinai, engraven on’the tables of

stone, and depositod in the ark, which was in con-
sequenco called the “ark of tho covemant,” or
testament. Num, 10:83, Ilch, 9:4, &e.; that
this law is immutablo and perpotusl, being o tran-
script of the tabies depositod in the ark in the
truc sanctuary on high, which is also, for the same
reason, called tho ork of God's testament; for
uoder the sounding of tho seventh trumpet wo are
told that “tho temple of God was opened in
Heaven, and thero wss seen in his templo the ark
of his testamont.' Rov. 11:19.

~ X[ —

That the fourth commandment of this law
requires that we devoto tho seventh day of each
week, commonly called Saturday, to abstinenco
from our own labor, nnd to the performanco of
sscred and religious daties; that this js the only
weekly Bobbath known to the Dible, being the
day that was set spart before paradiso wos loss,
Gen. 2:2, 8, and which will bo obser=ed in para-
diso resiored, Isa. 6G: 22, 23; that the facis upon
which -the Sabbath institution is based confino iz
to the sevcnth day, as thoy arc not true of any
other day; and that tho fcrms. Jewish Sabbath
and Christian Sablath, ss opplied to the weskly
rest-day, sre nmomes of humen invention, un-
seriptural in fact, and falso in meaning.
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20. Stewardship

We are God's stewards, entrusted by Him with time
and opportunities, abilities and possessions, and the
blessings of the earth and its resources. We are
responsible to Him for their proper use. We acknowl-
edge God's ownership by faithful service to Him and
our fellow men, and by returning tithes and giving
offerings for the proclamation of His gospel and the
support and growth of His church. Stewardship is a
privilege given to us by God for nurture in love and the
victory over selfishness and covetousness. The steward
rejoices in the blessings that come to others as a result
of his faithfulness. (Gen. 1:26-28; 2:15; 1 Chron.
29:14; Haggai 1:3-11; Mal. 3:8-12; 1 Cor. 9:9-14;
Matt. 23:23; Rom. 15:26, 27.)

21. Christian Behavior

We are called to be a godly people who think, feel,
and act in harmony with the prinaiples of heaven. For

the Spirit to recreate in us the character of our Lord we
involve ourselves only in those things which will
produce Christlike purity, health, and joy in our lives.
This means that our amusement and entertainment
should meet the highest standards of Christian taste
and beauty. While recognizing culiural differences.
our dress is to be simple, modest. and neat, befitting
those whose true beauty does not consist of outward
adornment but in the imperishable ornament of a
gentle and quiet spirit. It also means that because our
bodies are the temples of the Holy Spirit, we are to care
for them intelligently. Along with adequate exercise
and rest, we are to adopt the most healthful diet
possible and abstain from the unclean toods identified
in the Scriptures. Since alcoholic beverages, tobacco.
and the irresponsible use of drugs and narcotics are
harmful to our bodies. we are to abstain from them as
well. lnstead, we are to engage in whatever brings our
thoughts and bodies into the discipline of Christ, who
desires our wholesomeness, joy, and goodness. (Rom.
12:1,2: 1 john 2:6; Eph. 5:1-21; Phil. 4:8: 2 Cor. 10:5;
6:14-7:1: 1 Peter 3:1-4; | Cor. 6:19, 20; 10:31; Lev.
11:1-47; 3 John 2.)

1931

18. That the divine principle of tithes and offer-
ings for the support of the gospel is an acknowledg-
ment of God's ownership in our lLives, and that we
are stewards who must render account 10 Him of all
that He has committed to our possession. (Lev, 27:
30; Mal. %:8-12: Mare, 25:23; 1 Cor. 9:9-14; 2 Cor.
9:6-15.)

17. That the followers of Christ should be a
godly people, not adopting the unholy maxims nor
conforming to the unrighteous ways of the world;
not loving its sinful pleasures nor countenancing
its follies. That believers should recognize their
bodies as the temple of the Holy Spirit, and that
therefore they should clothe them in neat, modest,
dignified apparel. Further, that in eating and drink-
ing and in chejr entire course of conduct they should
shape their lives as becometh followers o} the meek

and lowly Master. Thus the followars of Christ will
be led to abstain from all intoxicating drinks, to-
bacco and other narcotics, and to avoid every body-
and soul-defiling habit and practice. (1 Cor. 3:16, 17:
9:25; 10:30: 1 Tim. 2:9, 10: 1 John 2:6; see also
pp. 27, 209, 210)

1914

16. That means for the support of evangelical work among men
should be contributed from love to God and love of souls, not raised
by church jotteries, or occagions designed to contribute to the fun-lov-
ing, appetite-indulging propensities of tlhe siomer, such as fairs, fes.
tivals, crazy sociais, ete, which are a disgrace to the professed church
of Christ; that the proportion of one's income required in former dis-
pensation ean be no less under the gospel; that it is the same us
Abraham (whose children we are, if we are Christ’a. Gal 3:28) paid
to Melchisedee {type of Christ) when he gave himi a tenth of all (Heh.
T:1-4); the tithe is the Lord’s (Lev. 27: 30}; and this tenth of one’s
income is ajso to be supplemenied by offerings from those who are able,
for the support of the gospel. 2 Cor. 9: 6; Mal, 3: 8, 10.

14. That the followers of Christ should be a peculiar people, not fol-
lowing the maxims, nor conforming to the ways, of the world; not
loving ite pleasures nor eountemaneing its follies; inasmuch as the
apostie says that * whosoever therefore will be * in thiz sense, “ a friend
of the world is the enemy of God" (James 4:4}; and Christ says
that we can not have two maeters, or, at the same time, serve Qod
and mammon. Matt. 6: 24,

15. That the Scriptures insist upon plainness and modesty of attire
as a prominent mark of discipleship in these who profess to be the
followers of Him who was “meek and lowly in heart: ” that the
wearing of gold, pearls, and costly array, or arything designed merely
to adorn the person and foster the pride of the patural heart, ix to be
discarded, according to such scriptures as 1 Tim. 2: 0, 10; 1 Peter 3: 3, 4.

1872

None

None

Page 9
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22. Marriage and the Family

Marriage was divinely established in Eden and
affirmed by Jesus to be a lifelong union between 2 man
and a woman in loving companionship. For the
Christian a marriage commitment is to God as well as
to the spouse, and should be entered into only between
partners who share a common faith. Mutual love,
honor, respect. and responsibility are the fabric of this
relationship, which is to reflect the love, sanctity,
closeness, and permanence of the relationship

between Christ and His church. Regarding divorce,
Jesus taught that the person who divorces a spouse,
except for fornication, and marnes anather, commits
aduliery. Although some family relationships may fall
short of the ideal, marriage partners who fully commit
themselves 1o each other in Christ may achieve loving
unity through the guidance of the Spirit and the
nurture of the church. God blesses the family and
intends that its members shall assist each other toward
complete maturity. Parents are to bring up their
children to love and obey the Lord. By their example
and their words they are to teach them that Christ 1s a
loving disciplinarian, ever tender and caring, who
wants themn to become members of His body, the
family of God. Increasing family closeness is one of the
earmarks of the final gospel message. (Gen. 2:18-25,
Matt. 19:3-9; John 2:1-11; 2 Cor. 6:14: Eph. 5:2]-33;
Maut. 5:31, 32; Mark 10:11, 12; Luke 16:18; 1 Cor.
7:10. 11; Ex. 20:12; Eph. 6:1-4; Deut. 6:5-9; Prov.
22:6; Mal. 4:5, 6.)

Statement #23 on Next Page.

25. Death and Resurrection

The wages of sin is death. But God, who alone is
immortal, will grant eternal life to His redeemed. Until
that dav death is an unconscious state for all people.
When Christ, who is our life, appears, the resurrected
righteous and the living righteous will be glorified and
caught up to meet their Lord. The second resurrec-
tion, the resurrection of the unrighteous, wiil take
place a thousand years later. (Rom. 6:23; 1 Tim. 6:15,
16; Eccl. 9:5,6; Ps. 146:3,4; John 11:11-14; Col. 3:4; 1
Cor. 15:51-54; 1 Thess. 4:13-17; John 5:28, 29; Rev.
20:1-10.)

1931

None

9. That God “only hath immortality” (1 Tim. 6:
16). Mortal man possesses 2 nature inherently sinful
and dying. Eternal life is the gift of God through
faith in Christ. (Rom. 6:23.) “He that hath the Son
hath life” (1 John 5:12). Immortality is bestowed
upon the righteous at the second coming of Christ,
when the righteous dead are raised from the grave
and the living righteous translated to meet the Lord.
Then it is that those accounted faithful “put on
immortality.” (1 Cor. 15:51-55.)

10. That the condition of man in death is one of
unconsciousness. That all men. good and evil alike,
remain in the grave from death to the resurrection,
(Eccl. 9:5, 6; Ps. 146:3, 4; John 5:28, 29.)

11, That there shall be a resurrection both of the
just and of the unjust. The resurrection of the just
will take place at the second coming of Christ; the
resurrection of the unjust will take place a thousand
years later, at the close of the millennium. (John
5:28, 28; 1 Thess. 4:13-18; Rev. 20:5.10.)

12. That the finally impenitent, including Satan,
the author of sin, will, by the fires of the last day,
be reduced to a state of nonexistence, becoming as
though they had not been, thus purging the universe
of God of sin and sinners. (Rom. 6:28; Mal. 4:1.3
Rev. 20:9, 10; Obadiah 16.)

1914

None

2]. That the time of the cleansing of the sanctuary (see proposition
10}, synchronizing with the time of the proclamation of the third
mesgage (Rev. 14:9,10), is a time of inveatigative judgment, first,
with reference to the dead, and secondly, at the close of probation, with
reference to the living, to determine who of the myriads now sleeping
in the dust of the earth are worthy of a part in the firat resurrection,
and Who of its living multitudes are worthy of translation,— poinis
which must be determined before the Lord appears.

22. That the grave, whither we all tend, expressed by the Hebrew
word “ sheol ” and the Greek word " hades,” is a place, or condition, in
which there is no work, device, windom, nor knowledge. Eecl. 9: 10,

23, That the state to which we are reduced by death is one of silence,
ilr.lqactinty, and entire unconsciousness, Ps. 146:4; Eecl. 9: 5, 8; Dan.

2

24. That out of this prison-house of the grave, mankind are to be
brought by a bodily resurrection, the righteous having part in the first
resurrection, which takes place at the second coming of Chriat; the
wicked in the second resurrection,
years thereafter. Rev. 20: 4-6,

1872

None

v XX =

That tho gravo, whither we all tend, ex-
pressed by tho Ilcbrow skeol, and the Grock hedes,
is & placo of durkness in which there is no work,
device, wisdom, or knowledge. Eccl. 9:10.

~ XX —

That tho stato to whick wo are reduced by
death is ono of silence, inactivity, and entiro un-
consciousncss, Ds. 146:4; Eecl. 9:5, G; Dan,
12:2, &e.

—XX[~—

That out of this prison houso of tho grave
mankind are to be brought by a bodily resurrec-
tion; tho rightcous having part in tho first resur-
rection, which takes place at the sceond advent of
Clirist, tho wicked in tho sceond resurrection,
which takes place o thousand yoars thereafter.
Rev, 20 4-6.

XX —

That ot tho lsst trump, tho living rightcous

which takes place in a thousand arg to bo changed in o moment, in tho twinkling

25. That at the last trump, the living righteous are to be changed of an ¢ye, and with tho resurrected rightcous aro

in & moment, in the twinkling of &n eye, and that the risen righteous

are to be caught up to meet the Lord in the air, so forever to be with ,

the Lord. ) Thess, 4:18.17: 1 Cnr 1R- A1 RO

o be caught up to

mecet tho Lord in the sir, so
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