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Qditor's Preface

The Lawsuit won by the Seventh-day Adventist Church in
Miami this year has become fodder for the gristmill of
the “historic™ Adventists. Raphael Perez has been catapulted
into prominence. The surface issue is the use of the name,
Seventh-day Adventist. But behind it is the question, “Is the
Church still proclaiming the long held prophetic interpreta-
tion concerning the Papacy, or have they denied the historic
faith?” While great store has been placed in the name,
Seventh-day Adventist, because of its approval through the
Messenger of the Lord. other counsel as to how the message is
to be presented has been ignored. The warning against trying
to "Jjump start™ a crisis has been flaunted, and now we are to
see a continuing legal battle which will absorb thousands of
dollars with 1ittle or no prospect of winning. The “historics”
condemned the Church for spending money in legal cases, and
now are launching their own Tegal counter attacks. 1Is this
not the “pot” calling the “kettle” Hlack?

Connected with this controversy is the use of prophetic sym-
bolisms in the book of Revelation. The Protestant interpreta-
tion of Revelation 17 is vividly portrayed in full page adver-
tisements.” It is true that Luther so interpreted the woman
riding the beast as the Papacy when he broke with Rome. Is
this stil1l a valid perspective. or do we need to look carefully
into the context in which the symbolism is placed in the book
of Revelation? In the second article, we have sought to direct
attention to this context and what it indicates.

There are two approaches to the identification of the anti-
Christ of Scripture as the Papacy. One is by the things she
did - persecution of the saints, blasphemy against God, and
the attempt to change times and laws. The second is the
blurring of the Gospel, which is termed the Tridentine Gospel
of Rome. This is in direct contrast to the Gospel given to
Paul by Jesus Christ Himself. The tragedy is that this con-
trast of “gospels” is not stressed by those so eager to chal-
lenge the Church in newspaper spreads. Why?



The Antichrist

As | prepare fo write this special issue of WWN, |
have before me three documents: 1) A two-page
(red and black) newspaper spread captioned -
“Earth’s Final Hout” published by the Eternal Gospel
Church of Seventh-day Adventists of West Palm
Beach, Florida; 2) A one page newspaper spread
with the same capfion, but with a varlant content,
prepared by the Sweetwater Seventh Day Adventist
Church of Athens, Tennessee; and 3) The Adventfist
Review (May 25, 2000) which caried as Its cover
story under “Anchor Points” a discussion of “The
Anti-Christ” asking the question - "Is the Adventist
interprefation Still Viable?“ This Advenfisf Review
article was written by Dr. Woodrow W. Whidden of
Andrews University,

The basic factors in these three documents have
been over-shadowed, and somewhat ignored be-
cause of a Federal Court case filed by the Church
against Raphael Perez, pastor of the West Palm
Beach Church over the use of the Church’s name
by his break away group. The Church asked that
Perez and his congregation remove the name,
“Seventh-day Adventist,” from their church’s desig-
nation. Perez refused, claiming the name was cho-
sen by God and glven by the authority of the Spirit
of Prophecy. In the legal suit that followed, the
Court upheld the Church and ordered the name to
be removed. Petez complied. While he would not
heed the demand of the Church, he bowed to the
demand of the Federal Govermment speaking
through its judicial system.

At this point the Issue Is simple. Do we refuse to
bow to the request of the Church, but when the
State speaks, we submit? What message is this
sending as fo how one Is to react In the coming
confrontation prophesied in Revelation? Does this
not dilule the force of the message which the
newspaper ad sought to convey? True Perez has
appealed the court's ruling, and is counter suing
the Church as to the Trademark status claimed by
the Church. Did Jesus appeal the decision of Pi-
late? Did He seek to inltiate before Pilate a counter
suit protesting the Jewish Sanhedrin‘s claim to sole
ecclesiatical authority In Judaism? You respond,
that this was not possible, and thus are moot ques-

tions. However, if moot they are, there is sfill before
us the example of Jesus in His advise to the leper
(Matt. 8:4), and the counsel to Peter (Matt, 17:27). it
is true that af the time Jesus gave this counsel, the
Jewish Church with its leadership had not crossed
the line drawn by the Angel Gabiriel in his explana-
tion of a prophetic vision given to Daniel (9:24).

Repotls coming to this office is that Perez intends to
fight the Church all the way to the Supreme Court
with every Indication that he will loose. This will

take much financial resources which could be de-

volted to a befter cause; yet we condemned the
Church for expending the same, when they initi-
ated the original suit. Now does the fact that Perez
is doing it, justify it? Is this merely a way to con-
finue fo harass the Church and obtain some more
publicity? Even Michael did not harass the devil,
but said, "The Lord rebuke thee,” and went about
His objective to resurrect Moses (Jude 9). It is one
thing to harass apostasy; It is another thing fo ex-
pose it; and then let people make the proper deci-
sion regarding their continued relationship to it.

Overlooked Counsel

In the cohtroversy over the use of the name, Sev-

‘enth-day Adventist, great store was placed in the

fact that God approved the name, and conveyed
this choice through “the Messenger of the Lord.”
Also Involved in the confrontation between Perez
and the Church was the message which should be
proclaimed and emphasized in the evangelistic
fhrust of the Church. This brings us to the first
document listed in' the beginning paragraph -
“Earth’s Final Warning.” The introduction consists of
three paragraphs quoted from the Sevenfh-day
Adventfist Bible Commentary, Vol. 7, p. 976. ThisIs a
secondary source notation, not the primary source
from which these paragraphs were taken. The pri-
mary source are the Writings of Ellen G. White. This
is directly contrary to the counsel she gave. It

reads:

The testimonies of Sister White should not be carried to
the front. God's Word is the unerring standard. The Tes-
timonies are not to take the place of the Word. (Letter 12,
1890)

And again:

Qur position and faith is in the Bible. And never do we
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want any soul to bring in the Testimonies ahead of the Bi-
ble. (Ms. 7, 1894; emphasis supplied)

This is exactly what Perez has done not only in
quoting the Writings of Ellen &G. White as an intro-
duction, but also throughout the two page article.
This is flouting what Ellen White said should “never”
be done. "Our position and faith is In the Bible.” So
be it! There let it rest.

At this point another question surfaces. Why the
cover up of the source of the paragraphs by using
a secondarty documentation? Was this an en-
deavor to embarrass the Church? It is true that
cerlain evangelists for the Church have openly de-
nied the position which the Church has held in re-
gard to Catholicism. It Is also true that the leader-
ship of the Church has not been happy with other
advertising Perez has done including the newspa-
per ad under discussion. But is this the proper ap-
proach so as to bring the church to accountability
with truth? In other words, to whom was this adver-
tising really aimed? If | should flaunt a red flag in
front of a bull should | be surprised ot the reaction
that | will obtain?

There is some ofher counsel that we should note
before tuming to an analysls of the article itself. In
a testimony counselling restraint of expression, we
read:

The time will come when unguarded exprassions of a de-
nunciatory character, that have been carelessly spoken or
written by our brethren, will be used by our enemies to
condemn us. These will not be used to merely condemn
those who made the statement, but will be charged upon
the whole hody of Adventists . . . Many will be surprised to
hear their own words stralned into a meaning that they did
not intend them to have. Then let our workers be careful
to speak guardedly at all times and under all circum-
stances. Let us beware lest by reckless expressions they
bring on a time of trouble before the great crisis which Is
to try men’s souls.

The less we make direct charges against authorities and
powers, the greater work we shall be able to accomplish
both in America and In foreign countries. (emphasis sup-
plied} ...

It is our work to magnify and exalt the law of God. The
truth of God’s holy word is to be made manifest. We are to
hold up the Scriptures as the rule of life. In all modesty, in
the spirit of grace, and in the love of God, we are to point
men to the fact tha¥the Lord God is the Creator of the
heavens and tha edith, and that the seventh day is the

Sabbath of the Lord. (6 T:394-395)

The Scriptures in the “Ads”

While the second ad appears fo be an abridged

replica of the first. there are some varlations. Both
glve the Scriptural basls for the validity of the sev-
enth day as the day of worshlp, as well as the Bibli-
cal citations of Apostolic practice in the ministry of
Paul. The New Testament references of the first day
of the week are dso noled. But the mdajor thrust is
directed toward the Roman Catholic Church - who
changed the Sabbath - as the “beast” of Revelation
13, and the “harlof” of Revelation 17. Oulside of
quoting from these chapters, no evidence was
given that directly linked fthese symbols {o Rome,
except in the second “Earth’s Final Waming”™ ad.

To establish beyond question the interpretation of
the “beast’ and “antichrist” of Bible Prophecy as the

‘Papacy, one must first find his basis in the Book of

Daniel. In Daniel 7, there is a succession of powers
beginning with the symbol of a winged lion repre-
senfing Babylon and moving down the course of
history until the Papacy Is “fingered” as “the little
horn,” which fulfilled the identifying marks of verse
25. Then comparing these marks of identity with the
symbols in Revelation, one finds the first "beast” of
chapter 13, having the same marks. However,
there is in Revelation 13 a number - 666 - which
can be direclly applied to the Papacy. This the
second ad did. The evidence behind this identifi-
catlion Is solid and admitted by Rome Hself. It
should elther have been conclsely given, (the sec-
ond ad aftempted to do so), or offered to those
who would send for the documentation. It [s one

‘thing to make dllegations, it Is another thing to give

the Scriptural basis and documentation which justi-
fies these allegations. (If someone uses the 666 evi-
dence as given In the second ad, a “typo” should
be comected: it Is "Hebrew" not "Hebron.”)

Spiritual “Gorging”

When | finished college, | entered the ministry in the
Texico Conference and was given as my first as-
signment the complefion of a series of evangelistic
meelings already begun In a rural area of Eastern
New Mexico. The meelings on Sunday were held
both in the moming and evening. The first Sunday
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morning meeting after my arrival, | was given the
assignment to conduct “The Trial by Jury,” a unique
way to present the change of the Sabbath. Need-
less to say, | spent the Sabbath preparing the study
while the other minister rounded up a jury of nine
men for the next day. That Sunday moming the lo-
cal High Schoo! auditorium where the meetings
were being held was waell filled. The jury decislon
was 8 to 1 that the Papacy had changed the day of
worship.

flated over the large crowd and response, the
other minister announced that at the evening
meeting he would speak on the Mark of Beast. That
night the altendance was even greater than in the
morning. He spoke on the announced subject for
three solid hours. But that was the end of the large
aftendance. The altendance at the meetings there
after numbered in the twenties. Truth Is to be pre-
sented spoonful by spoonful, In moderation; and
only In the amount which can be digested at onhe
time. We fdll to redlize that a presentation, to be
immortal, need not be etemal. | well remember
that in my youth before going to college, a saintly
minister of God said to me, "William, it Is just as Im-
portant to know when to sit down as to stand up.”

A series of ads thoughtiully prepared and anranged
to add concept to concept would have been far
more effective, but they would not have been as
sensational. Again the motive, as to why it was
done as it was done by Perez In the first Instance, is
suspect. What event or issue justified the all-out
attack on the Papacy? True, there is obvious evi-
dence that the "deadly wound™ (Rev. 13:3) given fo
the beast has been healed. However, there Is no
evidence that a “ndational” Sunday Law is before
Congress nor any State legislature. This Is not say-
ing that a religious crisis is not coming. But is not
the advice given to the patriols, as the Battle of
Bunker Hill was about to begin, good advice to-
day? "Don’t shoot until you see the whites of thelr
eyes.” When there Is a concrete issue, well de-
fined, then act with no ulterior motive, or desire for
notoriety.

An Experience

At mid-century, | was serving as pastor of the First
Church In Toronto, Ontario, which was then located
on Awde St, a short walk from Bloor and Dufferin.

When | first assumed the pastorate in 1948, the city
of Toronto was closed down completely on Sunday
due to the Lord’'s Day Act of Canada. A year iater
a group of its citizens were abie to bring the ques-
tion of an “open~” Sunday from 1 to 6 for commer-
cialized sports to a city-wide referendum which was
scheduled for January 2, 1950. In October prior to

the election, the Anglican Church celebrated the

400th Anniversary of the Church of England prayer
book. At a commemorative service in Toronto,
Archbishop Philip Carrington of Quebec declared,
“Nowhere in the Bible Is It lald down that worship
should be done on Sunday.” (See Bible Sfudents’
Source Book, Vol. 9 Commentary Reference Series,
art. 1589 & 1605) This propelied the religlous Issue in
the referendem to the forefront.

What were we to do? There wete negative aspects.
This was a reverse Sunday question. It was not
seeking to force Sunday observance, but rather to
open Sunday aftermnoon for commercialized sports.
Further, the beer producers were for the “open Sun-
day” which would Increase their sales. To take an

-open stand would not place the Church In the best

of company. After careful study, the Church Board
voled to take a public stand and push the issue.
We were encouraged by the counsel - "We should
seize upon circumstances as instruments by which
to work” (MH, p. 500).

One brother in the .Church had a Jewish lawyer
friend who helped us formulate a “$1,000 Offer for a
Bible text.” It read:

The undersigned offer to pay a total reward of $1,000 to
any person or persons who can show from the Bible alone
{(King James Version}, a single text where Christ or His
disclples specifically commanded the observance of the
first day of the week (Sunday) in honour of His Resurrec-

tion.

This was published In the metropolitan papers with a
copy of a cerified check. The previous Sabbath, |
had gone before the Church with the plan and
asked for their support. In less than three minutes
the money was more than raised in a spontaneous
outburst of enthusiasm. A series of Sunday night
meetings were planned for each Sunday fill the
election. We began the serles in the Church, but
found the attendance required a larger facility, and
we fransfemred to the Canadian Legion Auditotium
located at 22 College Street, in the heart of Toronto.
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The interest in the meetings, and the calls resulting
from the offer became so great that the Confer-
ence brought two other ministers fo the city to assist
in the visitation. One, Elder O. B. Gerhart, who was
connected with the Conference Bible School pro-
gram, prepared a timely “news” ad headiined -
“Oftawa Enacts Saturday Law.” It was prepared in
the sefting of the Lord’'s Day Act amended with
Saturday protected and all Sunday bans lifted. |
was very effective. Two weeks before the referen-
dum we ran each day, brief one column, Bible
studies on the Sabbath question in the daily papers.

The climax came In the cltywide church ads the
weekend before the referendum. They covered two
pages of the Toronto daily papers. Our ad noling
the final lecture in the Canadian Legion Auditorium
stood out as a “sore thumb” in the midst of all the
others. We advertized, "Why Christians Should Vote,
‘Yes'” while all the others were calling for a “No”
vote. As | amived home after the lecture, the tele-
phone was ringing. | quickly answered, and it was
the city editor of the Globe and Mail. He asked
what | had said. | told him. He took what | had
said, what an Anglican priest had suggested, and
what a United Church minister advised, and wrote
up an article for the Monday edition. The article
was picked up by the Bitish United Press and
flashed across Canada.

We need to be ready to act when the circum-
stances indicate. God opens the way. We need to
stick to the issues, and present Just what the Bible
says, no less and no more. The creation of contro-
versy before its time only muddies up the waters
and causes many sincere folk to misplace their
funds on a personal ego frip, rather than on the
presentation of ftruth as i is in Jesus. Surely the
“John Osbome® inferlude hasn’t been so quickly
forgoften. Or has it?

“Is the Adventist Interpretation
Still Viable?”

This is the question asked and answered by the
speclal atticle on “The Anti-Christ” in the Adventist
Review, May 25, 2000. First, the status of the article,
then some brief history. While the Advenfisf Review
Is no longer noted as the official organ. of the
Church, but rather just the "general church haper,”

it nevertheless carries the status of an official organ.

This article on the Antichrist was placed as a part of

the "Anchor Points” series, and was the major arti-
cle of the issue. Written by Dr. Woodrow W. Whid-
den, a professor of religlon at Andrews University, it
is as an official statement of the Church’'s position
on the subject as one can find, apar from a voted
Statement by the Church in general session.

Now some brief history: In all the Stalements of Be-
lief from the first in 1872 through 1914, even includ-
ing the Battle Creek Church statement which was a
part of their "Church Directory” in 1894, there ap-
peared this declaration:

That as the man of sin, the papacy, has thought to change
times and laws {the laws of God), and has misled almost

-all of Christendom in regard to the fourth commandment,

we find a prophecy of a reform in this respect to be
wrought among believers just before the coming of Christ.

In the 1931 Statement, as well as the current 27
Fundamentals which were voted at Dallas, Texas, in
1980, no such siatement appears. While all refer-
ence to the Papacy was removed from the State-
ment of Beliefs, the Evangelists and Bible Workers
did not cease to teach the Biblical revelation which
fingered the Papacy as the antichrist of prophecy.
Having been so taught as a Baptist, it was not diffi-
cult to understand the emphasis placed by the re-
fired Bible Worker who studied the Adventist Mes-
sage with my mother and me. Such books as The
Wine of Roman Babylon by Mary E. Walsh, a con-

vered Catholic and well known Bible Worker, were

available for reading and study. The teaching was
not mifigated until after Vatican Il, when some Ad-
ventist observers at the Councll came back to the
church with a new message.

Arthur S. Maxwell, editor of the Signs of the Times,
and one of the observers, in a sermon given in the
Unlversity Church at Loma Linda, upon his return,
called for the scrapping of the old evangelistic
sermons on the Papacy, and a completely new
approach. (Present Truth, #3, p. 14). His son, the
late C. Mervyn Maxwell, and “patron saint” of the
Andrew University conservatives, in his commentary
on the book of Daniel stated that "God purposely
presented a one-sided picture of Rome as a termrible

beast in order to emphasize His displeasure at per-

secution” (God Cares, Vol. 1, p. 127). Then he sug-
gested that since “the Roman Cathollc Church was




ity of Jesus Christ as the only "mediator” between
God and humanity; and 4) When a power denies
these great truths, it will ultimately seek to gain ad-
herents by false miracles, or through compulsory
force. After carefully analyzing these four “litmus
tests,” Dr Whidden concludes:

When these four key tests are applied to the Roman
Catholic religious system, the sad but inescapable con-
clusion is that papal Rome is still the great power envi-
sioned in Daniel 7 and 8; 2 Thessalonians 2; and Revela-
tion 13. (p. 13)

The approach used by Dr. Whidden in reaching his
conclusion could be called the theological
"gospel” approach, the mystery of iniquity vs the
mystery of godliness. To reduce it to simpler terms,
it comes down to the question as to whether we are
going to teach the Tridentine gospel of Rome formu-
lated in the Council of Trent, or the Gospel as re-
vedled to Paul, called the Pauline Gospel. In other
words, we come back to the very question raised
by E. J. Waggoner at the 1901 General Conference
session; dlbeit on a different phase of the papal
teaching, but very apropos:

We need to settle, every one of us, whether we are out of
the church of Rome or not. There are a great many that
have got the marks yet. (1901 Bulletin, p. 404)

Tragically, too many who are seeking fo defend
Perez and support his attack on the Church cannot

1Y W I MAS21W01 UL I RBMITNTSTE LA T Wt il
ates interpreted the woman of Revelation 17 as the
papacy. (See The Prophetic Faith of Our Fathers,
Vol. ll, pp. 275, 276; observe the pictorial represen-

tations from the 1534 Luther Bible) This has been the

standard Protestant Interpretation since that time.

However, let us take a confextual look at the
overall picture. The first prophetic symbolism which
reprasents Papal Rome is that of a beast. (Rev. 13:1-
7) The representation coincldes with the details
given in Daniel 7 of the beasts and “liftte homn.” The
number ascribed to the first beast of Revelation -
666 - Is even admitted by the Papacy. (See Our
Sunday Visifor, Nov. 15, 1914, p. 3; April 18, 1915, p.
3) The symbolism in Revelatlon 17 Is different. It is
that of o woman sitting on “a scaret coloured
beast” (v. 3). This is not the first time that John saw
this woman in the prophetic revelation. The angel
which talked with John suggested, “"Come hither; |

will shew thee the judgment of the great whore

which sitteth upon many waters” (v. 1). These
‘walers”™ were defined to him in fterms of the
"whore” - “the waters which thou sawest, where the
whore sifteth” (v. 15). We are thus faced with the
question, Where had John previously seen the

“whore” sitting on many waters?

gels of the seven last plagues (v. 1). The woman is
declared to be "BABYLON THE GREAT” (v. 5). This
leads us to the sixth plague, where the waters of the
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Euphrates River, which literal Babylon spanned, are
dried up (16:12). But “spiritual” Babylon's waters
“are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and
fongues” (17:15). Again, we must reiterate a ne-
glected factor of interpretation as applied to the
Seven Last Plagues. The plagues with the exception
of one - the third - are what man has done in pro-
bationary time to which God responds in judgment.
For example, the mark of the beas! is recelved
during probationary fime, the “noisome and griev-
ous sore” - first plague - comes after intercession
ceqses (15:8).

Applied to the sixth plague, the judgment of God
dries up the support of the woman sitting on the
“waters” of “the great river Euphrates” (16:12).
What builds thls suppor in probationary time, and
where does it center? Out of three symbols - the
dragon, beast, and false prophet - come “spirits of
devils” which gather the leadership of the whole
world "to the battle of the great day of God Al-
mighty (vs. 13-14). The point of assembly is defined
as a “place called in the Hebrew tongue, Har-
Magedon” (v. 16, ARV). But, the symbolism of
Babylon does not end there. The seventh plague
tends “the great city” into three pars (v. 19). The
angel who is interpreting fo John this symbolism
declares the woman to be “that great city, which
reigneth over the kings of the earth” (17:18). Thus
we are brought face to face with the possibility that
the woman of Revelation 17 symbolizes the Papacy
at the time when the “deadly wound” is heated.

There is another factor in this amay of prophetic
symbolisms, that also needs to be considered. The
fiery red dragon of Revelation 12 is declared to be
the devil (v. 9). It has “seven heads and ten horns”
v. 3) The “beast” of Revelation 17 likewise has
seven heads and ten horns (v. 3), but ifs color is
“scarlet,” a derivative of red. The use of the word
outside of Revelation where apparel is involved
suggests royalty, and could be the implication here
as both the woman and dragon are so clothed.
The woman also declares, *| slt a queen” (18:7).

The “beast” is defined by the angel of the plagues:
He is declared to be the “eighth, and is of the seven
(heads)” (v. 11), not the seventh. If the "heads””
are perceived of as the powers which Satan has
used to war against the purposes of God through
the centuries of time, then this describes the ap-

pearance of Satan in “the last remnant of fime.”
(See The Greaf Controversy, pp. 561-562),

The ten horns upon the beast are declared to have
received "no kingdom as yet, but receive power as
kings one hour with the beast” (17:12) In the pro-
phetic symbolism, the ten horns on the first beast of
Revelation 13 are crowned (v. 1). The question is,

‘are they the same, or different from the “homs” on

the beast of Revelation 17? This must be consid-
ered. It Is obvious from the prophecy that the time
of the reign of the ten horns In Revelation 17 is of
very short duration, spoken of as "one hour” (v. 12);
while the hotns of the first beast of Revelation 13
would be the same as the beast itself - “forly two
months” (v. 5). While these last ten give their united
support to the “beast,” they ultimately turn on the
‘'woman” and “burn her with fire” (v. 16).

it should be obvious that something more is in-
tended in this prophecy, than was perceived by
Luther. Before we apply it as did Luther, we need to
carefully consider that the time of the "woman” as

Ppictured is connected with the very final events of

probationary time. Since the "woman™ as Babylon
is composed of “three pars,” one being the
"dragon,” how do we relate this to the "beast” on
which the woman rides? Then we have the prob-
lem of the “spliits of devils® coming out of the
“dragon” who Is defined as the “devil.” We have
much study to do, and desperately need divine
wisdom to interpret the prophecy aright.
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